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Introduction

Almost every pilot has achieved his skills by a unique path and
has absorbed (or rejected) advice from a variety of instructors
and situations. So, whenever two pilots get together, there is the
opportunity to continue the learning process and exchange the
knowledge and experiences that are unique for each pilot.

This is not a book of pilot test or skill questions. Instead, this
book attempts to ask questions that don’t always have a right or
wrong answer. Hopefully, each question generates discussion,
debate, research and a better understanding of the myriad of
issues surrounding piloting.

The questions in this book are numbered and organized by topic.
Follow-up questions may be listed after a question in smaller
type. Relevant references to the Federal Aviation Regulations
(FAR) or the Airman’s Information Manual (AIM) are included to
provide additional insights.

Questions cover a wide range of flying experiences and aircraft
types. Although many of the questions can have a short “yes” or
“no” answer, there is much to be gained by also asking “why?” or
“how?” as a follow-up to each question.

This book should be used by two or more pilots as a source of
discussion topics and can help pass the time during a long cruise
or waiting for the clouds to clear. It can help students gain more
from their instructors than standard flight instruction typically
covers. Used multiple times with pilots of different backgrounds
and experience levels, this book can yield a broad range of
opinion.

Lastly, this book is meant to be fun. Any other use is strictly
forbidden.



Sample Questions

(Preflight) What is the quickest you have ever preflighted
your aircraft?

¥ What did you forget?
¥ How long should it take?

(Preflight) What do you most often forget to check during a
preflight?

(Takeoff) What techniques provide the smoothest rotation
to flight?

(Takeoff) Which is more dangerous: takeoffs or landings?

(Cruise) How close have you ever come to dozing off during
a flight?

¥ What techniques do you use that help keep you awake?

(Cruise) If you could fly at 9,000 feet or 39,000 feet with no
difference in speed or fuel burn, which altitude would you
prefer?

(Approach) Have you ever attempted an approach where
there was a strong possibility of a missed approach?

¥ Did the probability of failure make you fly the approach differently?

(Approach) When a descent clearance is given “At pilot's
discretion”, what factors do you consider before starting
down?

Reference: AIM 4-4-9

(Landing) How perfect a pattern should you fly?

¥ If you could design the airport landing pattern, what would it look
like?
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Reference: AIM 4-3-4

(Landing) Do you prefer landing at a larger full service
airport, at a general aviation reliever airport or at an
uncontrolled field?

¥ Are controlled fields safer than uncontrolled fields?
(VFR) Should larger and faster aircraft be flown VFR?

¥ Should a jet ever be flown under VFR rules?
¥ Should paying passengers ever be flow under VFR rules?

(VFR) What is the longest trip you would fly VFR?

(IFR) How would you handle controller instructions that
would seemingly make the flight less safe?

Flight into icing conditions?

Flight into thunderstorms?

Additional vectoring when low on fuel?

Additional workload when on final approach to minimums?
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(IFR) What aspects of ATC make you lazy or less diligent?
¥ What aspects make you better?

(Training) If a pilot is receiving instruction from a more

experienced instructor when an emergency occurs, who is
PIC?

¥ What if the instructor were less experienced with the aircraft?
Reference: FAR 91.3

(Training) What would you do if your instructor started
doing something in response to a problem you thought was
incorrect?

¥ In response to an immediate emergency?
(Aircraft & Systems) If you were allowed to fly only one

aircraft, which one would it be?

(Aircraft & Systems) If you could add one piece of
equipment to your panel what would it be?
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¥ Under $5,000?
¥ Under $10,000?
¥ Over $10,000?

(Piloting and Crew) Are warbirds any more dangerous than
other aircraft of similar vintage?
(Piloting & Crew) How does a Captain get the most from a

first officer?

¥ How does a first officer get the most from a captain?
Reference: FAR 61.117

(Passengers) What is more important to a successful flight:
a safe trip or happy passengers?

(Passengers) Do you have different safety standards for
yourself, passengers or family?
¥ When flying with children, are you more careful than normal?

(Legal & Ethics) How many technical violations are in your
logbook such as passengers at night but not current or IFR
without currency?

(Legal & Ethics) Would someone's moral or ethical
deficiencies affect your view of their piloting capabilities?

(General) How will the Internet change flying?

(General) How many V speeds can you name? (Hint: There
are more than 20.)

Reference: FAR 1.1




